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ww. dear Brother, 


8 we are now come together in the 
houſe of God by your defire, and that of 
this church, to aſſiſt you in the ſolemn dedi- 
cation of yourſelf to God, in the ſacred and 
important character of a chriſtian miniſter ; we 
chearfully embrace this opportunity which pro- 
vidence hath put into our hands, cf contributing 
all we can, to the ſolemnity of this ſervice. 
And tho! we pretend not to be lords over 
your faith, yet as you are choſen to ſtand at 
| the head of this chriſtian ſociety, to lead on 
and aſſiſt their devotions, and to inſtruct them 
(as God ſhall enable you) in the true ,know- 
ledge, right underſtanding, and proper' im- 
provement of the Holy Scriptures, which 
e are able to make them wife unto ſalvation, 
through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus:“ it 
may be ſome ſatisfaction both to them and to 
us, if on this occaſion you will pleaſe to give 
us an open and genuine contelnon of your chri- 


ſtian faith. 
CONFESSION, 
18.1 R, 
$ I am neither afraid publickly to own 
A that Maſter whom J ſerve in the goſpel, 
nor aſhamed of his religion which I profeſs, I 
ſhall repreſent to you in as conciſe a manner as 


I _ what at preſent appear to me to be the 


„ © I | general 
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general principles, and leading doctrines of che 


chriſtian religion. Were I called upon to ſub- 


ſcribe to creeds framed and impoſed by other 


men, I hope I ſhould be one of the laſt to com- 
ply with a requelt, ſo unfavorable to the na- 
tural and religious rights and liberties of man- 
kind, and as it ſeems to me, ſo groſs and bold 
an invaſion upon the ſupreme and ſole. autho- 
rity of Chriſt in his church. But while I am 
only requeſted to expreſs my own ſentiments, 
in thoſe words which my own ideas ſuggeſt, 
and allowed to make the Scriptures my only 
guide, free from a ſlaviſh ſubjection to com- 
monly received opinions and eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, 
I ſhall very readily and chearfully give you the 
latisfaction you require. — Only let me beſpeak 
the favorabſe indulgence and candor of my au- 
ditors to the freedom I myſelf may uſe, and 
which I will ever allow to all my fellow-chri- 
ſtians, not taking offerice at their minute and 
circumſtantial differences, deſirous of holding 
the unity of the faith, in the bond of love. 
When I ſurvey the frame of nature, and re- 
flect on the many ſtriking evidences of deſign 
and intelligence in the conſtitution of the viſible 
world, 1 am neceſſarily convinced of the ex- 
iſtence of one firſt cauſe of all things, poſſeſſed 
of infinite power, of conſummate wiſdom, and 
boundleſs goodneſs. But tho” the ſyſtem of na- 
ture affordeth to the mind unenlightened by 
revelation, many noble atteſtations to the ex- 
iſtence and perfections of the Deity, yet I be- 
Love it has pleaſed God more clearly to, reveal 


his 
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his nature, character, and deſigns in the writ- 
ings of the Old and New Teſtaments. And 
theſe I receive as the genuine oracles of 
God, „which came not by the will of man, 
« but were given by the inſpiration of God *; 
and from the diſcoveries: therein contained, 1 
learn that there is but one living and true God, 
ſupreme in the perfection of his nature, and in 
his dominion and power. That he is a ſelf- ex- 
ſtent, neceſſary, independent, eterral, and 
unchangeable Being, whoſe knowledge as the 
omnipreſent Spirit extends to all beings, in 
whoſe ſight all things are naked and open, and 
from whom the thoughts of the heart cannot 
be concealed ; who is unſpotted in the rectitude 
of his nature, and to whoſe infinite benevolence 
and goodneſs, all other beings owe their exiſt- 
ence. But tho' I believe the unity of the Deity 
to be a fundamental principle of the chriſtian 
religion, I mean not to deny to either of the 
facred Three into whoſe names we are baptized, 
and to whom the titles and perfections of Deity 
are aſcribed, that honor which is due; but 1 
receive the teſtimony of the facred Scriptures 
on this ſublime and inſcrutable article of our 
religion, believing it upon their authority to be 
perfectly conſiſtent with the unity of the God- 
head. 
tbeliove that * hewho built all hows is God, 5 
who is the Creator of „ all things viſible and 
e inviſible. All things were created by him, 
and for him—that at his almighty word, obe- 


et. . t 2 Tim. ili. 16. 
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dient nature aroſe into exiſtence, and the Whole 


creation is maintained in being by his conſtant 
unremitted preſence, energy, and providence. 
I believe that he diſtinguiſh'd the human 
race, from all other Beings which he formed 
to inhabit this globe, by creating man in the 
glorious ſimilitude and likeneſs of himſelf — 
That he endowed him with noble intellectual 
and moral powers, and thereby made him ca- 
pable of the contemplation, ſervice, and en- 
joyment of himſelf.— Vet man continued not 


long in this ſtate of innocence and perfection; 


but by a wilful breach of that poſitive command, 
which was given as a'teſt of his obedience, he 
forfeited the dignity, felicity, and immortality 


of his original ſtate, and introduced evil and 


death into the world; for by one man, fin 


entered into the world, and death by fin ; 


«and fo death paſſed upon all men, for that 


* all have ſinned *. In conſequence of this 


tranſgreſſion, our firſt parents were degraded 
from their original dignity, baniſhed from their 
delightful abode in Paradiſe, and the ſeeds. of 


corruption ſpringing up, and diſſeminating their 


baleful influence in a numerous train of diſeaſes, 
they firſt fell the victims of death; and all their 
poſterity have been ſubjected to the ſame ef- 


fects, from that connection which God had 
_ eſtabliſhed between Adam and his deſcendants; 
and they are all in a ſtate of en deprarity. 


«ng corruptiog. 
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In the diſconſolate ſituation in which our 
fallen firſt parents were, after they had been 
prevailed upon by the temptation of Satan to 
fin againſt God, it pleaſed the gracious Gover- 
nor of the world, to adminiſter relief to them 
by the diſtant proſpect of a deliverer, who 
ſhould accomplith the benevolent and merciful 
ſcheme of ſalvation, which he who foreſaw the 

| ſhort duration of the firſt created pair, in their 
primitive ſtate of innocence and happineſs, had 
of his own free and ſovereign good-will plan- 
ned for our recovery. And as the effects of the 
firſt apoſtaſy grew more and more prevalent by 
length of time, the promiſe opened more clearly 
upon the world, dawning in all the different an- 
tecedent diſpenſations, till it obtained its full 
and glorious accompliſhment by the incarna- 
tion and advent of Jeſus Chriſt, “the ſecond 
* Adam, who took not on him the nature of 
te angels, but the ſeed of Abraham, and be- 
te came partaker of fleſh and blood,” that he 
might deliver thoſe who were © choſen of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, before the foundation of the 
* world,” from eternal death and condemna- 
tion. e | 
I believe in the teſtimonies which God gave 

to this his only begotten Son when he brought 
him into the world; and that after he had 
| pre through the ſtages of infancy and child- 

ood, he took on him the character of a pub- 

lic teacher, and made pretenſions to be, what 
he proved himſelf to be, the Son of God, and 
the Saviour of the world, —That he . : 
| | the 
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the truth and divinity: of his miſſion and cha- 
racer by innumerable miracles, by the pecu- 
liarly glorious and ſalutary diſcoveries of his goſ- 
pel, and by the unſullied purity of his life and 
doctrine.— That he was treated with the 


- greateſt indignity and contempt when living, 
and ſpending his whole life in the moſt bene- 


volent and inceſſant labours for the good of 


mankind ; and at laſt, after having been unjuſtly 


accuſed and condemned, was in confequence of 
the rage and malice of a corrupted race of bi- 
gotted, ſuperſtitious, and haughty eccleſiaſtics 


of the Jewiſh nation, cruciſied without the 


gates of Jeruſalem; where he fulfilled (with- 
out the knowledge or deſign of the wicked and 


_ cruel authors and inſtruments of his crucifixion) 


* the determinate counſel and fore-knowledge 
« of God * and thus by a moſt amazing in- 
ſtance of divine benevolence and love, by his 


on blood, made expiation for our ſins.— For, 


J do not, 1 cannot, Sir, from the ſacred hiſtory 


of the event itſelf, and the many references ta 
it in Scripture upon all occaſions, and the great 
ſtreſs laid upon it in the article of our accept- 


ance with God, conſider the death of Chriſt 


merely as that of a martyr, in giving an addi- 


tional atteſtation to the truth of his doctrine; 


dut I do moſt firmly, and with the moſt joyful 


fatisfaction and pleaſing hope thence derived, 
believe that when he thus ſealed his doctrine by 
his blood, and gave a perfect example of reſigna- 
tion and tubmiſſion to the will of God, he alſo 
gave his life as a ranſom for many — that“ the 


* Ads 7 23. 
<« Lord 
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Lord laid upon him the iniquity of us all”— 


that he made atonement for fin, and died in 
the room and ſtead of ſinners, to do honour to 
the divine perfections and government, and 


render our pardon and forgiveneſs conſiſtent 


with the juſtice and holineſs of the righteous 


and ſupreme legiſlator.— This doctrine, Sir, I 


believe to be one of the moſt glorious and ani- 


mating diſcoveries of the Goſpel to ſinful crea- 


tures, which has the moſt powerful influence 
to give eaſe and peace to a wounded conſcience, 
what J receive as the only foundation of my 
hope before God, and = I believe to be the 


only meritorious cauſe of our pardon and juſti- 
fication; which are obtained through faith in 


the righteouſneſs of Jeſus., Chriſt, in what he 


did.and ſuffered on the behalf of mankind. er 


But tho' Jeſus our deliverer was thus, for : 2 


while, and to ſubſerve theſe gracious ends, in 


ſubjection to death, he could not be holden by 


the bands of it; he therefore roſe triumphant 
on the third day and ſhewed himſelf alive after 


his paſſion, aſſociating and converſing with his 
diſciples.— believe the reſurrection of Jeſus 


Chriſt to be ſupported by ſtrong and incon- 


teſtible evidence, to be a moſt important fact, 


which lies at the baſis of all our hopes from the 
Redeemer, gives efficacy to his death for the 
pardon of ſin, and is a clear and valid proof, 


of the Father s acceptance of his ſacrifice, for 
our redemption and ſalvation. 


I believe that when Jeſus had fulfilled the 


| work which his Father gave him to accompliſh | 


H upon 
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upon each? he afeended up into heaven in the 
preſence of many etedible witneſſes,” and is how 


exalted at the right hand of the Father,” ſuſtain- 
ing the encouraging and endeating character of 


dur advocate and interbeſſor, and exerciſing an 


univerſal goverbmenti over that kingdom which 


be has founded in, and purchaſed by his blood. 
I believe that, according to his promiſe, he 
Ki down at the day of Pentecoſt, a large and 
miraculous effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on his 
diſciples, in order to qualify them for propagat- 
his rebgot' among men of every" kindred, 


Ant tone gue, and ae thoi ough thoſe 
Ei 


We powers have 'cefſed in 
theſe fallt 4 J believe > Font the holy Scrip- 
tures, ind from the ſtate and temper of fallen 


men, that the ordingry influences of the divine 
Spirit are abſolately: 


neceſſary for the mainte- 
nante ef the kingdom and chureh of Chriſt 
upon earth; and thee the method of our <4 
wittahes into it, is by a faith founded upon ev 
denre, and pfodubing 2 correſpondent Manes 
upon Jeſus Chriſt Tot 'falvation 3 and by an un- 


feigned repentante of all our Fits ,\iffuing in a 
dure of ſincere and univerſal Obedience. — 
Theſe ate the neceſſaty and proprefiive ſteps to, 


and the only ſolid evidence of our regeneration 


and reh of which the renewing and 
: ſanctify ing operations of the Holy' Spirit, ap- 
pear to me to be plainly repreſented as the 


powerful efficients, in a manner eonſentaneous 
to, and in concurrence with the free and ra- 
tone? operations of our own minds.— And: 1 
110 4 144 5 3 think 
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| think the doctrine of divine. aſſiſtances, to be 
one of thoſe noble and animating encourage- 
ments to the practice of virtue, by which the 
ſyſtem of | morality laid down in the New 
Teſtament, is rendered infinitely ſuperior to al! 
the precepts of former ſages ; and by them I 
believe, thoſe who are born again will be led 
on from one grace and virtue to another, till 
— ſhall arcive at the heavenly perfection 
that by the exerciſe of their graces and virtues, 
their religious principles will be formed into 
ſettle habits of true goodneſs, and they thall 
finally attain by a courſe of perſeverance in 
ene. the rewards of everlaſting life. 
I believe that the true catholic. chorch of 
Chriſt conſiſts of as many as truly believe in, 
and fincerely. obey the Goſpel, of whatever 
communion- or perſuaſion ;. pr I believe no- 
thing more is neceſſary to the regular conſtitu- 
tion of a chriſtian church, than that it conſiſt af 
a number of perſons aſſociated for the purpoſes 
of religious worſhip, attending on the lacra- 
meats. of Chriſt's inſtitution, walking in an 
_ obedient, practical regard to the commands, and 
in the order of the goſpel, and in love and 
charity one with another, and towards all men, 
under the care and inſpection of their paſtor; 
one duly qualified, - and authorized to the 
general diſcharge of the duties of the miniſterial 
character and paſtoral relation, by his own de- 
dication of hiaſelf to God in it, and to the ex- 
exciſe. of it in any particular church, by the 
ey and election of its members, — 
H 2 Beſides 
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| Befides this, as the inſtitution of the ter 
Al office of a deacon was at firſt re oO 
dient,' ſo is the continuance of it highly uſeful 
in the church of Chriſt.— Nor can I learn from 
the Scriptures, that any other ſtanding officers 
are appointed, —And ſuch a church I believe to 
be ſubje& to no foreign authority or juriſdiction, 
either compoſed of aſſembled bodies of men or 
churches, or lodged in the breaſt of any ſup- 
poſed infallible individual. —For I acknowledge 
but one authority, namely, that of Chriſt the 
lopteme law-giver and king in his church. 
I believe the ſacraments of the New Teſta- 
ment were deſigned to be kept up after the firſt 
ages of chriſtianity, and ſtill remain obligatory 
upon us. — Theſe are only two—Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper. In the former, by waſhing 
with water in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, a ſolemn ſurrender is 
made to the Sacred Three; and it is intended 
to ſignify our defilement, and typify our 
renovation.— This ordinance was originally 
adminiſtered not only to the adult converts 
to chriſtianity, but likewiſe to their houf- 
holds; and I believe is to be adminiſtered 
in general to believers and their children. In 
the Lord's Supper we commemorate the death 
of Chriſt; and have our faith aſſiſted by _ 
fignificant emblems he has e 
quicken our grateful remembrance of what be 
endured for us, and to engage us by the con- 
ſtraining influence of his love, to a conſtant and 
| perlegering obedience to him— And * hey 
Mm : | w £ A OT QCla 
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ſocial act, we expreſs our common fellowſhip 
| with all our brethren in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Finally, I believe in the immortality of the 
ſoul, and a tate of future retribution.—And 
that there is an awful day approaching, when 
we ſhall all be ſummoned to the dread tribu- 
nal of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt that 
c all that are in the graves, ſhall hear the voice 
es of the Son of man, and ſhall come forth; 
« they that have done good, to the reſurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil, to the 
« reſurrection of damnation . — That there 
will be a ſtrict and impartial ſcrutiny into all out 
actions and that when the ſolemn proceed- 
ings of the general judgment ſhall be cloſed, 
the deciſive ſentence of Jeſus the conſtituted 
Judge, ſhall irreverſibly fix the righteous and 
the wicked in the ſeparate ſtates ſuited to, and 
aſſigned for their different characters - that the 
wicked ©* ſhall go away into eternal puniſhment, 
but the righteous into life eternal g. 
This, Sir, is my general view of the ſcheme - 
of the chriſtian religion through its ſeveral pe- 
riods, from it's firſt riſe in the deſigns of hea- 
ven, to it's final conſummation.—As I am very 
ſenſible of my own imperfections and liableneſs 
to error, and of the powerful influence of pre- 
judice, prepoſſeſſion, and education, I make 
no pretenſions to having attained the moſt ac- 
curate and judicious certainty in matters of 
doubtful diſputation; nor do I think it can 
reaſonably be expected from me at this time of 
N ot Jobn v. 28, 9. / Matt. xxv. 45. 
Sus. x | 3 
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5 life —It is my ſteady purpoſe (the grace of 
Fi God aſſiſting me) ſtil} to make the Scriptures 
my conſtant ſtudy, diligently to inveſtigate the 
footſteps of facred truth, and to preſerve my 
| mind ever open to conviction, and the power 
_ nn of reaſonable perſuafion.—lt is the fartheſt from 
i | my wiſhes or intention, Sir, that any ſhould 
| Interpret this my declaration, as too often ſuch 
1 have been interpreted, to ſignify a fixed ſtand- 
1 ard from which I reſolve never in the leaſt to 
4 deviate. No; I hope and pray, that when- 
'F ever I am convinced by reaſon, and the force of 
evidence, of having erred in matters of im- 
portance, I ſhall have both honeſty: and inge- 
nuity enough to own and retract my errors. 
And I would beg leave to obſerve, 'that though 
in ſuch a general view of religion, ſome truths 
] of a more controverſial, and others of a more 
| practical nature are promiſcuouſly introduced as 
= the ſubjects of belief; yet in the courſe of my 
1 public miniſtrations, I propoſe not equally to 
| | inſiſt upon them all, but more or leſs in pro- 
ö portion to their apparent reſpective importance, 
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5 and influence upon the chriſtian temper and 
1 conduct, being well perſuaded that to mend 
1 the heart, and regulate the life, are the great 
1 ends of the chriſtian miniſtry, to which a con- 
| - troverſial ſtrain of preaching, I apprehend, very 
1 little adminiſters.— And I requeſt the joint- in- 
terceſſions of my reverend fathers and brethren, 
'] and of all my fellow. chriſtians this day aſſem- 
14 bled, as the witneſſes of the ſolemn vows 
1 which I am taking upon me, that I may re- 


"_ ceive 
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ceive continual aid and aſſiſtance from the ſpi- 


rit of divine illumination, to enable me rightly 
to underſtand the word of God, and to build 
up this his people. in the faith, the holineſs, and 
the conſolations of the Goſpel — that we may be 
mutually happy in our relation here, and may 
ces—that * when the chief ſhepherd ſhall ap- 
< pear, ' may receive a crown of glory which 
« fadeth not away,” and they may be unto 
me, for an everlaſting crown of joy and re- 
ſoieing | 4 


hereafter reap the moſt beneficial conſequen- 
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Lou 1 N o Proseken a nals d pro- 
1 fefon before many witneſſesNever- 
thelefs, as we are commanded to lay —— 
: ſuddenly on no man, it may be very p 
further to call upon you, for your | expli 
anſwers to the Colloids queſtions. 
Although from our perſonal knowledge of 
vou, and your education for the miniſtry, we 
ſee no reaſon to doubt either your AR or 
acquired abilities, and qualifications for that 
facred office you are now entering upon; yet it 
may reaſonably be expected upon this occaſion 
that you will honeſtly and freely inform us, 


QUESTION T5 


What are your ends in undertaking the 
work and office of a chriſtian * ? 


ANSWER. 


To be engaged in the chriſtian miniſtry 
Was, Sir, the early obj eck of my choice, 
in ſubordination bien the method of my 
res was directed; and the nearer my 
engagement in it was in proſpect, the more 
my inclination to it increaſed. —-] entered upon 
this facred office, Sir, with painful diffidence, 
with deliberate reflection, with an humble but 
chearful reliance upon, and importunate ſup- 
plications to the father of lights for his preſence 
and aid, and his a0ceptance of wy dedication of 
— 
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_ myſelf to him in it.— And as far as I know my 
_ own heart, it then was, and ſtill is the leading 
principle by which I was, and am animated to 
undertake, and proſecute this office, that I 
might therein be the inſtrument of glorifying 


God in the recovery and falvation of ſinners, 


and of advancing the Redeemer's kingdom and 


church in the world ,—This, Sir, I efteem the 
nobleſt ſatisfaction we can enjoy on this ſide the 


grave, the moſt exquiſite gratification of a be- 


nevolent heart.— And I can ſincerely and truly 


ſay, there is nothing lies ſo near my heart, no- 


thing that is a rival object of the ambition of 
my mind in this ſacred character, to the deſire 
of ſucceeding in the embaſſy of the Goſpel, of 
ſaving the ſouls of my elle v. imertels in a 


ſtate of corruption, and ſubject to the diſplea- 
ſure of God and future condemnation, from all 


their miſeries; by prevailing on them through 


the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, to accept that 


Saviour who alone is all- ſufficient to anſwer the 


neceſſities of their condition. And if my ma- 


ſter ſo honor me, I care not what ſacrifices of 


worldly profit and honor I make to attain this. 


end; for theſe objects I never had in view.— 


It is in hopes of promoting this deſign, or at 


leaſt of approving myſelf faithful in attempting 
it, that I now, Sir, declare my preference of 
the miniſterial character, to any profeſſion in 


the world; and chearfuliy engage to fulfill as. 


far as in me lies, the duties and en of 
the 2 relation. 
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avs Tiox H. 

As the office of a miniſter of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, is not to be haſtily taken up, ſo neither 
are the great and important duties of it, to be 
ſlightly and ſuperficially performed; for which 


reaſon let me aſk you, What are your purpoſes 
as to diligence and Induſtry 1 in this calling? 


ANSWER. 


The leaſt reflection, Sir, upon the nature 
and objects of the miniſterial character, is 
ſufficient to convince me that if faithfully 
diſcharged, it is the fartheſt poſſible from a 
lazy, inactive, and ſlothful profeſſion; and he 
who takes it upon him on principles of in- 
dolence and ſelf-indulgence, muſt I think, if 

he reflect at all, be ſtruck with confuſion at 
the proſpect of that ſolemn period, when he 
muſt give up an account of his ſtewardſhip; 
and be deſtitute of all benevolence to his fellow- 
creatures, if he can contentedly gratify his 
own indolence, at the everlaſting hazard of 
immortal ſouls.—I hope I ſhall never dare thus 
to trifle with ſo important a charge. —Ilt has 
been a matter of deep concern to me, and till 
in ſome meaſure is, leſt after all my endea- 
vours, I ſhould be found to occupy the place of 
any who might prove a more faithful, and ſuc- 
ceſsful labourer in the vineyard - But it is my 
firmeſt reſolution, | in dependence on a better 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength than my own, to be diligent in the du- 
ties of my ſtation, to furniſh my mind with 
every uſeful branch of learning, to devote my- 
ſelf to reading, meditation, and prayer, to be 
inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, in public 

and private.—To ſuch diligence and induſtry 
the worth and danger of the fouls of men, and 
the important dependence of things future and 

eternal, upon the improvement of each flecting 
moment, are calls to which a thinking man 
cannot be inattentive,—and I am peculiarly 

bound to the greateſt afliduity in fulfilling 55 
miniſtry, which I truſt I have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, by the ſtrongeſt ties of gratitude to 
this chriſtian ſociety ; who by their choice of 
me for their paſtor, by their unanimous im- 
portunity in ſolliciting my ſettlement among 
them, and by the many ſignal and unexpected 
proofs they have given of their affectionate 
eſteem and reſpect for me, have a claim upon 
me, to make them the beſt returns in my 
power; and from their diſpoſitions and ſenti- 
ments, I know the returns which they will bel} 


= approve, are. Glligence and induſſry in my 
I callin g. 


QUESTION 10 


As the beſt things are liable to be babe 
and we know that the pure and undefiled reli 
gion of Jeſus, hath itſelf been moſt lamentably 
and groſsly corrupted in the apoſtate church of 
Rome, to which unhappy communion theſe 

| 12 Kip lome 
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kingdoms formerly belonged, but from which 


they were in an almoſt miraculous manner de- 
livered ; and as you, Sir, are now dedicating 


yourſelf to the ſervice of Chriſt in the reformed 
Proteſtant church, be pleaſed to declare, What 


is your opinion of the reformation from Popery ? 


ANSWER. 


Popery I look upon, Sir, to be a moſt 
enormous and deteſtable ſyſtem of doctrines 
and inſtitutions, a diſgrace to human rea- 
ſon, and moſt repugnant to the principles 
and precepts of divine revelation.—I ſurvey 
with pleaſure the records of the glorious æra of 
the reformation— i trace with grateful admira- 
tion the ſteps and influence of divine provi- 
dence, which enabled the diſtinguiſhed few, 
with ſuch chriſtian fortitude, and ſtrenuous re- 


ſolution, againſt ſuch powerful oppoſition from 


Ignorance, policy, and prieſtcraft,. to ſtem the 
torrent of Popiſh ſuperſtition and impiety—The 
principles upon which they founded this. glo- 
rious attempt, I believe to be eſſential branches 
of that liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made 
his followers free—principles which I ſhall 


ever maintain; making the ſacred Scriptures, 


free from all the diſguiſes, additions, corrup- 
tions, and traditions of the church of Rome, 
the rule and ſubject of my miniſterial labours; 


and I pray God that in his own time and way, 


he would extend the bleſſings” of the reforma- 
tion, to the whole chriſtian world. © 
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9700 QUESTION Iv. 


As you muſt be ſenſible, that by chuſing to 
exerciſe your miniſtry among Proteſtant diſſen- 
ters, you entirely give up the proſpect of riches, 


and worldly honor and power which ever lye 


on the fide of the national eſtabliſhment.— 
Tell us therefore, What conſiderations have 
determined your choice, to exerciſe your mini- 


ſtry among Proteſtant diſſenters from the i: 
bliſhed church ? 


ANSWER. 


lama Enter, Sir, upon the ſame prin- 
ciples that I am a proteſtant—The right of 
private judgment, of liberty of conſcience, 
and the perfection of Scripture, are the grand 
rinciples on which I found my ſeparation 
— the church of England; and they are the 
ſame, by which ſhe juſtifies ber ſeparation 
from the dk of Rome.—The terms of mi- 


niſterial conformity, are ſuch as I cannot in 


conſcience comply with, fince by acknowledg- 
ing the power and authority of the church to 
decree rites and ceremonies, and to decide in 
controverſies of faith, I ſhould contradict and 
counteract the firm perſuaſion I have, that 
Chriſt himſelf is the only king and law-giver in 


his church, to whom only we owe obedience 


and ſubjection in things purely religious and 


fpiritual—ſhould deny the ſufficiency and per- 


KRtion of thoſe inſtitutions, which alone our 
| 3 Lord 
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Lord and Maſter ſaw proper to appoint, and by 


admitting the power of the church to impoſe 
and enforce it's inſtitutions and deciſions, I 
ſhould affent to an invaſion upon what to me 
appear, to be the ſacred and unalienable rights of 


conſcience.— Theſe are difficulties, which in 
my preſent ſentiments and views 1 cannot over- 


come, without uſing Salvos and Evaſions in- 
conſiſtent with integrity, unbecoming the ſo- 
lemn form of ſubſcription, and ſuch as defeat 
the original end and deſign of the requirement. 
—And therefore I embark among the Pro- 
teſtant diſſenters, as on principle, the friends 


of religious liberty; and chearfully give up all 


the profpects of worldly emolument, which 


engaging in the miniſtry under an eſtabliſhment 7 


1 pothbly afford. 

Theſe are my views; ee may have dif- 
ferent apprehenſions; and therefore I profeſs, 
and will endeavour to maintain a chriſtian 
friendſhip towards all, who, while without 
violating the dictates of their conſciences, they 
can ſubſcribe the eſtabliſhed articles, faith- 
fully and aſſiduouſly fulfill the duties of the 
miniſterial character. — Theſe J acknowledge 
as brethren, and highly eſteem as fellow-la. 
bourers in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
wherever providence ſhall caſt my lot, I hope 


it will ever be my ſtudy, to promote the moſt 


perfect union and friendſhip among all chri- 
ſtians, to live in peace and in love as our reli- 
gion moſt ſtrictly injoins, and to be above all 
things Cautious of giving any juſt and reaſonable 
ground 


eee eee eee 2 
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the faithful age of my: age 
Qy ESTION v. 


As miniſters are but men, and 4 liable 
with others to human infirmities and failings, 
if in any part of your conduct, you ſhould be 
ſo unhappy as to give juſt occaſion for admo- 
nition and feproof, Will you, Sir, in that caſe 
with chriſtian humility and meekneſs, ſubmit 


to friendly admonition and N reproof? ; 


ANSWER. 


eee Sir, are ſubject 3 in com- 


mon with all their fellow- creatures, to the er- 
rors and imperfections of human nature. Put 


as mankind are in general prone to form ſuperior 


expectations, from thoſe who ſuſtain the cha- 


racter of public teachers, T am perſuaded there 
is need of the moſt vigilant circumſpeCtion in 


my walk and behaviour; eſpecially ſurrounded 
as we are with ſo many enemies in the world, 
who are never ſparing of their cenſures, nor 


laviſh of their allowances, but fond of putting 
the moſt malicious interpretation on every fai- 
lure—And as it is more than probable, I may 


juſtly lay myſelf open to cenſure and rebuke, I 
ſhall therefore take it as one of the ſtrongeſt 


oofs of affection, and of a ſincere and valu- 
able friendſhip, if any of my fathers and bre- 


thren in the miniſtry, or any other of my fel- 
low-chriſtians, will with a tender and affecti- 


OnNate 


ground of offence; as far as is conſiſtent with 
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onate frerdom admoniſh me of my danger of 
falling, direct me how to avoid it, or with the 
temper of the Goſpel reprove me for any erro- 
neous and evil conduct; for he who hath my 


Intereſt and reputation at heart, in. whatever 


way he ſtudies to ſecure and eſtabliſh them, Hy 
ſhall 20 eſteem my friend. I 


QUESTION VL. 


- Laflly, as the Lord and head of the chanel 
himſelf has told us; that his kingdom is not of 
this world—As therefore in the faithful diſ- 
charge of your. office as a miniſter of Chriſt, 
you muſt lift up a banner againſt all unrighte- 
ouſneſs, and ungodlineſs of men; you may 
reckon upon diſcouragement, and oppoſition 


from men of a worldly and ſenſual diſpoſition. 
In caſe trodbles, difcouragements, and per- 


ſecutions ſhould ariſe, will you hold on to the 
end notwithſtanding i ? 


ANSWER. 


15 did not, Sir, undertake the — 45 a mi- 
niſter, as a temporary occupation in life, or 
with a view of introducing myſelf hereby, into 

other hereafter— ] deteſt fo mean an abuſe, 
of ſo bonouralle a character At preſent, it is 
my intention, ſo long as God ſhall continue me 
capacity and opportunity for the diſcharge of 
the duties incumbent on me in that ſtation, to 
continue in it I think it is not poſible to eſti- 
mate what might be the temper of my mind, 

or 


1 
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* #7 ; 


or bow firm my reſolution would ſtand under 
open and cruel perſecutions for the cauſe of re- 


ligion—Promiſes of courage and heroiſm made 
without the approach of danger, andthe alarm 
of the enemy, are ſeldom much to be accounted 


of; and are more like the noiſy clamours of the 


rankeſt cowardice, than the genuine declara- 


tions of approved valour.—But I hope, in re- 


liance upon that gracious Maſter, who has pro- 
miſed to be with his faithful ſervants unto. the 
end of the world, that I ſhall ever find the 
ſupplies and ſuccours of his grace, equal to the 
trials of faith with which he may pleaſe to ex- 
erciſe. me; and that in caſe ſuch times of per- 


ſecution ſhould ariſe, I ſhould be able to adopt 


the heroic declaration of St. Paul in ſimilar 
views, —** Neither count I my life dear unto 
e myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe 


| e with joy, and the miniſtry which I have re- 


ce ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſ- 
«© pel of the grace of God.” —And if called to 
it, with an unſhaken faith and triumphant 
hope, ſeal the profeſſion of his religion with 


| my blood: as I would both wiſh and pray, 


never to deſert ſo good a Maſter, in ſo good a 
- DE 1 


And to the end, that that God who ſearch- 


eth the hearts, and trieth the reins of the chil- 


dren of men, may ſtrengthen and aſſiſt me to 
fulfill the vows I have now ſolemnly and ſin- 


| cerely made in the preſence of him, of the holy 


angels, and before the face of this numerous 
aſſembly, I repeat my requeſt for the prayers 
155 £ Ss „„ 
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and ſopplications of you all—eſpecially of yon, 
the people of my charge, to whom T have this 
day devoted myſelf in the Goſpel. of Jeſus 
Chriſt—that 1 hay be“ a worktnan that need 
* not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 
„ truth —inſtructing you in the principles, 
and exemplifying in my own life and converſa- 
tion, the precepts of the Gofpel—that I may 
give up an account of my fidelity and ſucceſs 
With unutterable tranſports of joy in the day of 
final retribution, when the top ſtone of that ſa- 
cred edifice, © the chriſtian church, © ſhall be 
laid with ſhouting « race grace unto it ;” and ſo 
being found Tn & Fs * blood of all men,” 


may 5 both fave nyt, and hem that Hear 
wed 1 9 
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Dear STR, 


E relation in which you have ood to 
me, both in the academy and the church, 


Would not permit me to refuſe com plying with 
your requeſt, to take that part of the ſolemn 


ſervices of this day, which is uſually, called 


Giving the Charge; though it is a ſervice to 
Which I have not been accuſtomed, and upon 
which I enter with diffidence. 1 hope, there- 
fore, Sir, that you, and this audience will 
make very candid allowance for every imperfec- 
tion which may attend the performance. I pre- 
tend, Sir, to no authority to dictate, or pre- 


ſeribe to you: that was not my practice when 


vou was a pupil, and would be more unbe- 
coming now you are entered into the number 
of chriſtian paſtors, who are all brethren, and 
as ſuch on a level with each other; for our 
common Lord has no where, that J can find, 


given any one a pre- eminence above the reſt. 


1 preſume, Sir, to do no more than offer you 
a little adyice, gathered from Scripture and my 
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own experience and reflection, which it ap- 
ears to me will be conducive to the uſeful ex- 


erciſe of your office; but it's propriety -and | 


weight I ſubmit to your own judgment at pre- £ 


fent, and to your future experience. Nor would 
I be: underſtood to defign, thus publickly to 


hold up my own example for you to copy, 
a miniſter of Chriſt. I mean, Sir, only t 


geſt to you, what I am really perſuaded woul J 


as far as practiſed, prove, by the divine blefling, 
a means of rendering all of us, who are em- 
ployed in the ſacred miniſtry, more ufeful and 
comfortable, in the diſcharge of the Important 
duties of our office: and therefore what I ad- 
. dreſs to you, I would equally charge upon my 
own heart—The lectures you have had in the 
academy on preaching and the paſtoral care, 
make it leſs neceſſary for me to enter into a 


great number of particulars at preſent. I ſhall, 
therefore, Sir, do little more than take the ad- 
yantage of the folemn appearance of this aſſem- 
bly, and the ſolemn buſinefs of this day, in 
which you have publickly devoted yourſelf to 


the chriſtian miniſtry, and the ſervice of ſouls, 


to call up to your remembrance, and impreſs 


more deeply upon your mind and heart, a few 


hints of the moſt important qualifications for 


the miniſtry, which I make no doubt you have 
already often confidered, and will frequently 


reyolve and meditate upon for the future. T 


chuſe to ground what I have to ſay on the ex- 
Hortation St, Paul gives to Timorhy 


in the firſt 
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Epiſtle, ch. iv. 16. former clauſe, TAKE 
| **HEED TOTHYSELF.,”' The whole paſſage runs, 
„Take heed to thyſelf, and to thy doctrine; 
-« continue in them: for in doing this, thou 
„ ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear 
% thee.” As ſeveral particular directions pre- 
cede in verſes 11th, and following, I look 
upon the verſe juſt read to be a ſort of recapi- 


* . 


3 tulation of the reſt, and the words in them to 
A refer to the directions foregoing, particularly 
: | thoſe" in the 13th verſe, © Till I come, give 
2 « attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
d & doctrine. The word doctrine ( Audazoxania) 
t does not merely ſignify the matter taught, but 
|- alſo the manner of teaching (ſo Doddridge in 
y locum) or, more properly, the act of teaching, 
* i. e. the exerciſe of the office of the Aidzrzaro = 
Ee, or teacher, the common yo a chriſtian 
a Ppaſtor, or miniſter, who h ied from the 
il, Principal part of his office. We might, there- 
id- ore, conſider it as including the whole exerciſe 
m- of the miniſtry, this part of the exhortation to 
in Timothy being like that which our apoſtle gives 
to lrebippus in Colo}. iv. 17. Take heed to 
uls, the miniſtry, which thou haſt received in the 
reſs Lord, that thou fulfil it“. Upon the whole, 
ew hen, the exhortation is to take heed +, to be 
for ttentive, and careful, both about himſelf, and 
ave {be exerciſe of his miniſtry, and to perſevere 
tly herein. We are not to live and act at random; 
29 * Bere ru 0XxMIay % Ty A. | 
END + As the greek word Extxt, for which ſome M. 88. 
it ad mporexe, is properly enough rendered. 6 
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it requires confideration, caution n to be- 
have like chriſtians, and much more to diſcharge 
the important duties of the chriſtian miniſtry. 
Give me leave, then, Sir, to remind: you, that 
a miniſter ſhould rate heed to himſelf, ſhould be 
attentive and careful about his temper, con- 
duct, and character in general, as to morals, 
religion, prudence, and learning, or dequated 
furniture for the miniftry,,, © 

1. Let him take heed to his mardls.. This, 
ir, js the firſt and moſt neceſſary thing of all. 
An immoral chriſtian is a - contradiction in 
terms; but the contradiction is the moſt gla- 
ring in a chriſtian miniſter: let him preach like 
an angel from heaven, it will be to no purpoſe, 
if he is notoriouſly vicious in his life. The lan- 
guage of his example will ſet aſide that of his 
doctrine. If they who are to be the lights of 
the world, are darkneſs, how great Meg dark- 
neſs! If they who are to be — ſalt of the 
earth, to ſeaſon the minds of others, and pre- 
ſerve them from corruption, loſe their favour, 
and become corrupt themſelves, they are fit 
for nothing but to be trodden under foot, and 
treated with the utmoſt contempt. No aſſu- 
med character can give a ſanctity, nor ſhould 
| ſerve for a ſkreen, to a wicked man. Your 
age, Sir, makes it neceſlary for you always te 
bear in mind the apoſtle's exhortation to T:- 
mothy (2 Ep. ii. 22.) to “ flee youthful luſts, 
3 be upon your guard againſt every temptation 
to paſſion, impurity, or intemperance. And 


not oaly guard againſt theſe vices themſelves, but 
ei 


ae n = 
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=: aol” a fondneſs for feaſts, entertainments, 
and diserſions, where chere is danger of 
coming too near the bounds of ſobriety and de- 
cency, if you do not #ranſgreſs them: ſach a 8 
conduct will leſſen your character, though it . 
may not deſtroy it. But 1 need not enlarge 1 
| here, as I: may venture to aſſert, that there is 
ſcarce any body of men in the world, equally 1 
numerous, with the regulatly-educated diſſent- i 
ing miniſters, that are more, or even equally, 
free from ſenſual vices. The looſe, lewd, WW 
drunken, debauched miniſter will be at a loſs 15 
to find ſupport and countenance, nn the 
Proteſtant diſſenterrs. 
But there are vices of mother kind of which 
we may be more in danger, and which meet 
with more quarter from good people; becauſe 
they are not ſo openly marked, and certainly 
known as the former; though equally un- 
worthy of our character: and theſe are the 
vices of the nind; the meaner, more dark- 
complexioned vices; ſuch as malevolence, and 
unchatitableneſs, flandering, | falſehood, hy- 
poeriſy, avarice, and craft. A very celebrated : 
modern * ſceptic, has charged the chriſtian 5 
miniſtry, with having a natural tendency to 
promote theſe vices in miniſters. But granting, 
that the intereſted conduct of many who have 
born the name of chriſtian miniſters, has juſtly 
given ſeandal to the world, and that the theologo- 1 
rum odia have been proverbial; and granting that 1 
there are accidental circumſtances attending ourrr 
——— Mr. David Hume"in his eſſay on national characters. | 
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education, or anden. which may have ſome 

tendeney this way; let us by our example con- 
fute the calumny, that ſuch is the natural, neceſ- 
fary tendency of our office; which, on the con- 
trary, is, indeed, one of the moſt benevolent, 
generous, and pod-like, t that a creature can be 
employed in: and let us be the more careful to 
cheriſh the oppoſite virtues, which both the 
genius of chriſtianity, and the nature of our of- 
fice eſpecially require of us. In the New Te- 
ſtament, even the devil, the worſt of all 
Beings, receives that name 4 from ſlander or 
calumny, and falſehood of every kind, ma- 
lice and covetouſneſs are every where expreſsly 
condemned; truth and love, charity and ge- 

neroſity every where recommended: and indeed 

the whole ſcheme of the Gospel is Wacken 0 
divine truth and love. | 

Methinks, Sir, there is nothing L am 8 

ſolicitous you ſhould cheriſn, than that Incoctum 
genero/o pettus Honeſto]], which may ſet you ha- 
bitually above every thing that is mean and baſe; 
ſince by ſuch things both the miniſtry and religion 
have been brought into great contempt, with 
ſome perſons of polite, education, and generous 
tempers; who have been too ready to draw haſty, 
raſh concluſions, or to admit ſuch miſrepreſen- 

| tations of ſceptical writers as I have referred to. 

Let us be continually revolving the perfect 

example of our divine Maſter, and his unparal. 
leled benevolence ;/and the amiable, though. leſs 

N perfect pattern of our apoſtle, Whoſe genuine 
1 ao humility 
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diſintereſted zeal, generoſity, and magnani- 
mity knew no bounds. With him, let us 
utterly ** renounce the hidden things of diſho- 
« neſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor hand- 
e ling the word of God deceitfully, but by the 
manifeſtation of the truth, commending ours 
ſelves to every man's cor ſcience in the ſight 
of God; not as many, who corrupt” or 
adulterate the word of God: but as of ſin- 
« cerity, but as of God, in the ſight of God 


A 


cc 
cc 


cc 


let us ſpeak in Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 2. and ii. 17. 


Let us attend to his animated exhortation to 


Timothy, in the cloſe of this epiſtle, But thou, 
O man of God, flee theſe things,” viz. © the 
% love of money, that root of all evil,” and a 
concern to be rich; . and follow after righte- 


* oulſnels, zodlincſs, faith, love, mr 
« meeknels.” | 


Tis a divine aphoriſm of our pier poet, 
An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of God ||, 


Will you bear with me, therefore, Sir, if; with 


great plainneſs, ] entreat you, to labour always 
to maintain an unſhaken honeſty of heart, an 


= inviolable integrity and honour. Let it govern 
Four conduct in the common affairs of life; and 
then it will preſerve you not only from directly 


infringing the laws of civil ſociety, but from 


} taking any advantage of their defects to ſerve 
L your own intereſts : and let it govern your con- 
duct as a miniſter. Then you will not aim, under 


/ 


*Þ Pepe, 


THE CHARGE 53 


humility was remote from meanneſs, and whoſe 
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the ſanction of that an awd with the ad- 
vantages it may afford, to thruſt yourſelf into peo- 
ple's wills, to the prejudice of their near relations. 
Vou will not be guilty of ſervilely worſhipping the 
rich; of flattering their vices or weakneſs, their 
pride or ill humour, to ſecure their favour. You 
will not ſtoop to any little arts to leſſen the re 
tation, or the congregations of your brethren, in 
order to increaſe your own. You will not be- 
tray the truths of religion, or the honor of your 
divine Maſter, for fear of offending men. 


Though I admit, you are not to give needleſs 


offence ;, and all truths are neither neceſſary nor 
fit to be ſpoken at all times; nevertheleſs, Sir, 
you will keep at the utmoſt diſtance from the 
baſeneſs of ſuppteſſing, or quibbling with, doc- 
trinal or practical truths, which in your own 
conſcience you believe to be of. importance, 


merely becauſe they may diſguſt ſome of your 


hearers; for the very circumſtance of their 
diſreliſh for them may render it the more need- 
ful for you ſometimes to infiſt on them. Keep 
a good conſcidnce, and be above the fear of 
men, which brings many a ſnare. 
To touch briefly upon ſome other particulars 
| under this head, of morals, Your temper, Sir, 
I truſt, will not let you give way to pride and 
haughtineſs, inſolence, auſterity, and moroſc- 
+ neſs in domeſtic life, or towards the pooreſt of 
your flock; And 1 hope you will guard againſt 
admitting into your breaſt that /ove of peur, 
which might tempt you to. uſurp upon the 
n and religious liberties of your Nele x 
7 | . thole 


1 
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thoſe of your brethren in the miniſtry. Fot. 


my part, I know of no power we have as mi- 
niſters, but to do all the good we can. Do not 
injure the reputation of others, any more than 
their property; and ſhun falling in with the 
common, though diabolical practice of ſlander- 
ing and backbiting. 
But a miniſter's morals ſhould not conſiſt in 
mere negatives. He ſhould be an example of 
all the private and ſocial virtues that adorn the 
chriſtian name and character; of ſtrict inte- 
grity, veracity, and fidelity; of diſintereſted 
friendſhip, unaffected courteſy and condeſcen- 
ſion; of modeſty, and humility, purity and 
temperance; of diffuſive benevolence and cha- 
rity, and of amiable tenderneſs in every ſocial 
relation: in ſhort, Sir, take his character, in 
which the moral part, you will ſee, is chiefly 
infiſted on, from St. Paul, in this epiſtle, ch. 
iii. 27, and ch. iv. 12. and in that to Titus, 
ch. i. 7, 8. © A biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the 
* huſband of one wife,” i. e. I apprehend, 
who has not been divorced from one wife, and 
married another, which was lawful, but diſ- 
reputable among both. the Jews and Heathens 
of thoſe times; he muſt be © vigilant, ſober, 
« of good behaviour,” or modeſt, © given to 
“ hoſpitality, apt to teach; not given to wine, 
** no ſtriker,” that is, not ready to quarrel, 1 
like men in liquor; © not greedy of filthy lu- | 
* cre, but patient, nota brawler, not covetous; _ 1 
© one that ruleth well his own houſe, having | 
* his children i in ſubjection with all gravity: | l 
© ** % not 
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* not a novice, left being lifted up with pride, 
he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
„ Moreover he muſt have a good report of 
„ them that are without, leſt he fall into re- 
« proach, and the ſnare of the devil.” The 
paſſage in Titus is much the ſame; A biſhop 
« muſt be blameleſs, as the ſteward of God: 
* not ſelf-willed, not ſoon angry, not given 
te to wine, no ſtriker, not given to filthy lu- 
i cre; but a lover of hoſpitality, a lover of 
good men, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate 
« holding faſt the faithful word.“ And the 
charge to Timothy in this chapter, is, * Pe 
« thou an example to the believers, in word, 
„ in converſation, or behaviour, in charity, in 
« ſpirit, in faith, in purity,” Such, Sir, 
ſhould be the exemplary morals of a chriſtian 
miniſter ; on which having dwelt ſo largely, I 
ſhall be more conciſe in treating of other ue 
ticulars : as for inſtance, - 
II. Next to his morals, a miniſter. ſhould 
take heed to his rel;gicn. To be, like Barna- 
bas, a good man, is abſolutely neceſſary to being 
a good miniſter; though I will not ſay it al- 
ways is ſo, to being an acceptable, popular 
_ preacher. A miniſter of religion without any 
religion, is ſo groſs a ſoleciſm, that, though 
ſome are chargeable with it, none are hardy 
enough to defend it. The point I am now 
upon may, perhaps, be thought to be included 
under the former head; as morality and religion 


; * 


are looked upon by many to be equivalent: but 


| think they are — to be diſtinguiſhed; 
5 ſince 
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| fince religion ſignifies a ſuitable regard in our 


temper and conduct, to the great and bleſſed 
God; which is ſometimes totally wanting in 
perſons, who are not very defective in their 
| morals: and, on the other hand, though reli- 
gion implies good morals, it is not always ac- 
compan'ed with them, in thoſe. that profeſs 
religion: and we are not to look upon every 


one as abſolutely an hypocrite in his pretences to 
religion, who is culpable in his morals; becauſe 
multitudes have wrong notions of religion, and 


embrace it as a ſalvo for their neglect of mo- 


ral duties; and ſo indeed are the worſe for their 


religion; the worſe men, as the more zealous 

chriſtians. Wretched abuſe of heaven's. beſt 
gift! fatal conſequence of the falſe . views in 
which religion is too often repreſented ! But I 


know, Sir, you have juſter notions of that re- 
ligion which came from heaven, to fit us for 


and raiſe us to heaven ; which lays its founda- 
tion in the filial fear and love of God, and faith 


in Chriſt; and purifies the heart; and brings 
forth the fruits of evangelical holineſs, and uni- 


verſal righteouſneſs; which does not ſuperſede, 
but enforces the obligations of morality, and in- 


vigorates the practice of it; which renders us 


better men, the better chriſtians we are. This, 
Sir, is the religion you will preach to others; 


and which it is highly neceſſary you ſhould ex- 
perience and practiſe: yourſelf; I hope, and 


truſt you do: I have all the reaſon to think 
you do that a fellow-creature can have: but 

God alone knows the heart; and be expects 
e OY 3 you 


you to be really and exemplarily religious. For 
you are not placed in the church as an index, or 
Mercury, merely to point out to your people the 
way to heaven; but you are as their ſhepherd 
to go before them, and conduct them thither. 
It becomes you, een to take heed to 
your religion, 
Iſt, That it be ned ans Soren: The ap- 
pearance of it a diſſenting miniſter muſt have, 
or he can entertain no proſpect of acceptance or 
countenance in his office. And conſider, Sir, 
ho difficult it will be for him always to keep 
on a maſk, to appear conſtantly in diſguiſe, and 
avoid betraying himſelf in ſome unguarded 
hour, and becoming juſtly expoſed to univerſal 
contempt. | How irkſome and painful, to have 


bis conſcience continually flying in bis face, 


and charging him with a rota neglect of that 
piety and devotion, which he is every ſabbath, 

at leaſt, recommending to others]! Or, if he 
can, at length, acquire a conſcience ſeared 
enough to make himſelf eaſy here, while he is 
in the vigor of life and health, conſider, dear 
Sir, how gloomy will be his dying bed, and 
how dreadful his condemnation hereafter, for 
having carried on a vile impoſture, and been 
guilty through life of the moſt ſolemn. mock- 
_ _ ery of God and man! Conſider, - alſo, how 
difficult it muſt be for a miniſter, who has not 
a real ſenſe of religion upon his heart, and a 
thorough experimental acquaintance with it, 
to perform the duties of his office with any life 
40 hae if with any propricty How, ſhould 
he 
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bs be in earneſt in perſuading others * to bo 


e reconciled to God,” who is not reconciled 
to God himſelf? How ſhould he deſcribe the 
grace of God, in its ſalutary effects, who has 
not © taſted that the Lord is gracious?” How 
ſhould he diſplay the love of .Chr:/?,, who has 
never felt its conſtraining influence? How ſhould 
he encourage his hearers to confide in the di- 
vine promiſes, who has never known their 
ſupporting influence? How can he recommend 
thoſe holy precepts of chriſtianity, which he 
has never obeyed ? How can he deſcribe, with 
any propriety, thoſe: pigus diſpoſitions, thoſe 
exerciſes. of inward heart-religion, thoſe hne» 
aments of the divine image formed in the ſoul 
of which he knows nothing, unleſs at ſecond- 


hand? How can he urge with becoming pathos, 
in his public preaching, the terrors, the hopes, 
the joys of the world to come, the. power of 
which he has never felt ? And, what a cold, 
aukward, embarraſſed, amore e figure 


mult a miniſter, without ſentiments of real re- 
ligion make, when called to attend the beds of 
the fick and dying? In ſhort, how can he adapt 


his diſcourſes; with propriety and energy, to 
ſubjects to which his heart is a ſtranger, or, to 


which it is averſe? And, the reflection recurs, 
how, wretched a ſlavery, to be obliged to be 


continually converſing with ſubjects, for which 
he not only has no taſte and reliſh, but which 
continually bear witneſs to his guilt, and make 
him live in a courſe of perpetual ſelf-condem- 


nation! Take heed, Sir, above all things, that 


414 — After 


— — = N To — 
—— —ů— ů — — eat ana — — — — — 
— g —— 2 * yo 


9 : ” 7 * 


% THE CHARGE. 


< after preaching to others, you do not prove £ 


« 4 caſt- away, or rejected of God yourſelf ; 


that you may not have reaſon to ſay, other 
e men's vineyards I have kept, but oy own 


cc vineyard I have not kept.” 
But a miniſter, to be an Honeſt man, whicl 
I have already ſuppoſed him, muſt be a man of 
real religion: I therefore add, further, 
2dly, Take heed to your religion, that it be 
eminent and exemplary. It is expected of mini- 
ſters, that they ſhould excell in piety and good- 


| neſs: and though the world may expect too 


much from us, conſidering we are but men, 


men of like paſſions and infirmities with others; 
yet, certainly, there is juſt reaſon to expect, 
that thoſe who teach others, ſhould themſelves 


excel in what they teach ; that the leaders of an 
army ſhould have higher qualifications, more 
experience, practice, and reſolution, than may 
be neceſſary in every private man. So it is, 
certainly, with juſtice our people expect, that 
their miniſters, whoſe grand buſineſs is to in- 
culcate religion upon them, ſhould be eminent 


for religion themſelves ; that their paſtors, ang 


leaders, who are at the head of their congrega- 


tions, and whoſe office it is, to guide them in 


the way to heaven, ſhould ſet them a bright ex- 


ample of a heavenly converſation. It is, in 
ſhort, highly reaſonable, and it is alſo highly 


neceſſary, if we would be reſpected and uſeful, 


that we ſhould not reſt contented with common 
attainments, but ſhould “ covet: earneſtly the 


* beſt gifts” and graces, and endeavour to ex- 
cel 
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cel in faith and holineſs, and virtue; and be 
examples to believers, not only of a ſincere, 
ſolid, and rational, but, alſo, of an exalted, 
and fervent piety. I ſhall juſt ads. 
zäuͤly, Take heed, Sir, that you improve in 
religion: if you do. not, you will ſoon. find it 
ſadly decline. There is no medium here. If 
a ſenſe of religion does not habitually ſtrengthen 
and improve in the ſoul, it will gradually wea- 
ken and languiſh, and loſe almoſt all its power 
and influence upon the heart and life. I muſt 
freely tell you, Sir, that you had need to be 
= very ſolicitous and greatly upon your guard in 
this reſpect; for your office, though it preſerves 
vou from many temptations, to. which other 
ſtations of life are expoſed, has ſome peculiar 
to itſelf, A grand one is, that continually con- 
verſing with the things of religion, and reading 
pro and con, ex officio, renders them familiar to 
the mind; and is very apt to take off, much of 
that reverence for them we had before, and to 
make them leſs impreſſive upon the heart than 
they were at firſt. If you have already found this 
by experience in ſome degree, you will ſee the 
neceſſity of guarding the more againſt it: to 
which purpoſe, Sir, I would recommend it to 
you, ſometimes to forget that you are a mini- 
ſter z or, however, always to remember that 
| you are a chriſtian, as well as a miniſter; who 
have, yourſelf, a ſoul to ſave, which is in the 
{ame danger, and muſt be ſaved in the ſame way, 
as the ſouls of thoſe to whom you preach ; and 
chat conſequently you muſt take the utmoſt. 
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care not to ſuffer the duties of your particular 
calling, as a miniſter, to make you remiſs in 
thoſe of your general calling, as a chriſtian. Be 
ſure to keep up a conſtant application to the 
throne of grace; be Ready in the daily practice 
of ſerious, ſecret deyotion. And, eſpecially, 
Sir, let your Lord's-day-evenings be always ſa- 
ered to religious retirement; in which you may 
enter cloſely into your own heart ; read and me- 
ditate upon- the Scriptures, and apply them to 
yourſeif, for reproof, correction, inſtruction, 
or comfort; and pour out your foul with free- 
dom and fervor: to your heavenly Father, the 
Father of lights, and the God of all grace. 
And, inftead of dwelling much, in your pri- 
vate meditations (any more than I could wiſh 
you to do in your public miniſtrations) upon the 
deep, difficult, controverſial parts of religion; 
be often revolving in your mind, and fixing 
yourſelf more firmly in the belief of, the cer- 
tainty and importance of the plain, fundamen- 
tal principles, laws, and facts of natural and 
revealed religion. Be often thinking, Sir, of 
the univerſal preſence and providence of God; of 
his glorious power, and majeſty,” and holineſs, 
and purity; of the great work of redemption, 
and the wonderful love of Chriſt; of death and 
eternity; of heaven and hell; of the ſolemn 
appearance at the judgement-ſeat of Chrift, and 
the righreous retribution; of the everlaſting 
happineſs of all good men, and the unfading 
crown that ſhall adorn every faithful miniſter. 
Keep theſe things, Sir, conſtantly in view, and 
S. — 1%Þ NEE they 
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they will make you ſerious, and be otcatly the 
means of your improving in perſonal religion. 


From which l paſs to ſpend a few words, 

HI. On prudence, which, though ranked, 
in ethical ſyſtems, among the cardinal virtues, 
we uſually diſtinguiſh from religion and mora- 
lity ; and as thus diſtinguiſhed, prudence, Sir, 
implies behaving with decency and propriety ; 


headedneſs of men, than from direct malice 
and wickedneſs ; and it is to none of more im- 
Portance than to chriſtian miniſters, eſpecially 


diſſenting miniſters. The well-known maxim, 
% Nullum numen abeſt, fi fit prudentia *,” has 


indeed a tinfture of heatheniſm, as well as 
poetic boldneſs; but the bleſſed Jeſus himſelf 
has required his miniſters to be, not only 
© harmleſs as doves, but alſo, wiſe, or pru- 
dent (porte) as ſerpents. | 

You will refle&, Sir, how many a fine ge⸗ 
nius has been quite loſt to the world, and to 
the church, for want of prudence; how many 
a worthy, well-meaning, able, and zealous 
miniſter, for want of this, has leſſened his cha- 
tacter and uſefulneſs; ſet churches in flames; 
made his friends his foes ; ; and plunged him- 
elf into. ſeas of trouble, and ſorrow, and diffi- 
eulty, You « cannot but be convinced, Sir, of 
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agreeably to our character and office; ſo as not 
to give offence, or to obſtruct our uſefulneſs and 0 
comfort. Prudence is of great importance in 

life; for the troubles of life proceed more from 
the thoughtleſsneſs, indiſcretion, and wrong- 
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the need of prudence. The way to acquire if 


is much eaſier to ſome tempers than to others: 


however, all may attain-it in a conſiderable de- 
gree, by prayer to him who gives wiſdom li- 
berally to them that aſk it, by conſideration and 
experience: but the ground-work' of prudence, 
Sir, muſt be laid in humility, meekneſs, and 


patience. Do not think too highly of yourſelf, 


and too meanly of others. Do not let your own 
importance be always in your view. Do not ar- 
rogate too much deference to your judgment, nor 


too much reſpect to your perſon, upon account of 
your office. Do not be captious, and quick to 
take offence at fancied, or, even real neglects. 


Never decide, reſolve, nor act haſtily, precipi- 


tately, and while your paſſions are moved, in 
affairs of any moment; but take time for cool 
deliberation; and be quick to retract, inſtead 
of eager to defend a miſtake. Do not be buſy 
in your people's temporal affairs; nor officious 
in prying into their ſecrets; much leſs guilty of 
betraying them. Take care, Sir, not to fat! 
into the miſchievous, though common practice 
of goſſiping; and be not ſevere upon the cha- 
raters of others, ſince you will be ſute to have 
it returned with intereſt. In your dreſs, your 
common converſation and recreations, attend 
to what is expedient, and of good report, as 
well as what is lawful ; and do not affect to 


deſpiſe the prejudices of weak brethren; for that 
is not the ſpirit of chriſtian miniſter. Study 


good manners and affability, Sir, in your whole 


behaviour; but let hem be tempered with gra- 
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vity and dignity. Be cheatful and good hu- 
moured, but not the fiddle of a company. Be 
not a recluſe, nor yet the too frequent viſitor; 
not the man of leiſure, always ready to fill 
a place at table, or in a party of pleaſure; this, 
Sir, will let you down in the eſteem, even, of 
thoſe who ſeem fond of your company. But 
I proceed to add once more 
IVthly, Attend, Sir, to your learning, or ac- 
quired furniture for the miniſtry. Good natural 
parts, genius, memory, voice, and the grace 
of God, which are all his gifts, are neceſſary 
and preſuppoſed to fitneſs for the miniſtry :: But 
there is other furniture, alſo neceſſary, which 
is to be acquired by education and induſtry. 
Learning, though it cannot give either genius, 
or religion, can improve both: and, though it 
cannot of itſelf make a good miniſter, no man 
can be thoroughly furniſhed for the miniſtry 
without it. It would be an affront, Sir, both 
to you, and to this audience, for me to attempt 
a laboured proof of the importance of learning 
to a miniſter of the Goſpel. How prepoſterous - 
would it have been judged by all, for a man to 
have appeared as a counſellor at law, while our 
laws were in Latin, who was ignorant of that 
language! And is it not as abſurd, for a man 
to take upon him to be a public expounder of the 
laws of God, who is ignorant of the languages 
in which they were written, and muſt wholly. 
rely for the. ſenſe of the ſacred code, not upon 
the words which the Holy Ghoſt teaches, but 
upon the interpretation of thoſe words 1. 
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lible men? A critical ſkill, therefore, in the 
ſacred languages, which requires the knowledge 
of other learned languages, is a qualification by 
no means to be diſpenſed with in a chriftian 
miniſter, whoſe office will lead him to explain 
both the Old and the New Teſtament. And 
to {kill in the languages muſt be joined; an ex- 
tenſive knowledge of antiquity, in which I in- 
clude profane, and ſacred, or ectleſiaſtical hi- 
Rory, with the opinions of the heathen phi- 
loſophers and chriſtian fathers; and the know- 
ledge of natural and moral philoſophy. As the 

external evidences of chriſtianity ariſe chiefly 
from prophecies and miracles, how will a man 

be able to manage the argument from the 
accompliſhment of prophecies, who is not 
well acquainted with the hiſtory of the na- 
tions to which they relate“? Or, how ſhould 
he preſs the argument from miracles, which 
are interruptions of the courſe of nature, who 
is not acquainted with her laws? And as to the 
internal evidences of chriſtianity; how can he 
repreſent the congruity of its doctrines and in- 
ſtitutions with the divine perfections, and the 
reaſon of things, who is not well grounded in 
the principles of ethics, and of natural religion? 
Study carefully, Sir, the works of God in cre- 
ation and providence; for they ſpeak in part 
the ſame language as his written word. Their's 
is, indeed, the divine word that has gone out 
What ſervice has Dr. Newton (the preſent worthy 
biſnop. of Briſtal) lately done to the chriſtian cauſe, by an 
happy ppplication of the lights, of hiſtory to ihis point ? 
old Ffw. 
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8 all the earth. A cloſe ſtudy of nature, 
eſpecially of human nature, will lead to nature's 
. Will; enlarge and exalt the mind, and 
prepare it for judging of the evidences, and 
diſcovering the beauty, of the grand ſcheme of 
the n and recovery of this loſt world, 
which God made. The ſtudy of the mathe- 
matics, logic, oratory, poetry, and the Latin 
and Greek claſſics in general, is neceſſary to 
improve the judgment and reaſoning powers, to 
enrich the imagination, to form the taſte, 
and help you to acquire a good method of com- 
polition, and a- proper, yet animated and flow- 
ing ſtyle. There are other branches of learning 
and knowledge, with which it. is proper a mi- 
niſter ſnould cultivate ſome general acquaint- 
ance; in order to attain an extenſive and accu- 
rate underſtanding of the Scriptures; ſince 
there are references in them to almoſt all the 
ſubjeAs of the arts and ſciences. _ 
While therefore you remember that the 
Seriptures are to be your daily and conſtant 
ſtudy, you will regard other ſtudies chiefly as 
means to facilitate your knowledge of the ſcrip- 
tures. And if there are ſome branches of learn- 
ing not immediately neceſſary to the under- 
ſtanding of the Scriptures, yet even they may 
be profitably cultivated in a moderate degree, by 
way of amuſement (for ſome amuſement a mi- 
niſter will want as well as other men) and alſo 
as an orhament to your character, and a means 
of procuring- you eſteem in the preſent age, 
when a general acquaintance with moſt parts of 

"M149 learning 


was ſuch as did you credit, and gave me much 


originality, variety, and vigor to your compo- 
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learning is ſo common. Vour diligence. and 
_ proficiency, Sir, in your academical ſtudies, 


ſatisfaction; 1 Jam perſuaded you are not 
only ſenſible of the importance of learning, but 
have contracted that taſte for it, that you will 
be deſirous of making further improvements. 
This you will find highly neceſſary; as an aca- 
demical courſe can only lay a proper ground- 
work, which ſhould be built upon through life. 
And you will give me leave, Sir, to remind 
you, that in this place you ſucceed a miniſter 
who was not only revered and beloved for he 
piety. and goodneſs, but diſtinguiſhed for his 
great learning; an animating motive to mou to 
endeavour after ſimilar attainments. '- 
That you may not be at a loſs * time, or 
; be tempted. to employ. too much of it this way, 
1 would adviſe you, Sir, to devote two morn- 
ings of the week, and: ſteadily apply them to 
ihe proſecution of your literary ſtudies; while 
you ſpend the reſt in more immediate prepara- 
_ Yon, for your public work. You will richly 
find your account in ſuch general reading; as it 
will extend your thoughts, correct your judge- 
ment, improve your temper, furniſh. you with 
a copia of matter and expreſſion, and give an 


ſitions; which will be but dry, meagre, dull, 
copies of other mens thoughts, if you confine 
 yourlelf to mere theological ſtudies, . and the 
Ne of ſermons, with a direct view to re- 
+ Toe Rev. D. Hewry Miles r. S 

ceive 
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ceive afiſtance from them. i in compoſing for 
the pulpit. 

Thus, Sir, have 1 largely purſued the firſt 
- pr of the a oſtle's direction, to “ take heed 
3 to march, as a chriſtian, and as a miniſter ; 
that i is, with reſpect to your morals, religion, 
prudence, and learning. 

It may perhaps have been expected, that 1 
ſhould alſo conſider the latter part of the advice, 
e take heed to thy doctrine, or to your preach- 

and the other branches of the miniflerial 
15 Seriouſly attend to the diſcharge of your 
miniſtry, in ſuch a manner as to be moſt uſeful 
therein; which may relate to preparation for it 
and the a&wal exerciſe of it. But the former 
haying taken up ſo much of your time, and as 
wt, now mentioned would open ſo large 
a ty I ſhall wave the conſideration of it. 
And indeed I. look upon it, that what has 
been already inſiſted on is of much the Beek“ | 
importance that to be a learned, wiſe and good 
man, arc the grand qualifications and prepara- 
tives for being a uſeful. miniſter ; that the beſt 
preparation. for pulpit compoſitions is ſapere, to 
under ſtand your ſubject; and the belt rule for 
delivering them, to fee/ it. The reſt is to be 
| learnt as other profeſſions are, and is learnt in 
| our ſeminaries, | where, Sir, you bave had 
ample and particular directions, relating to the 
diſcharge of the ſeveral branches of your mini- 
ſtry; and have profited by them, ſo as. to, 125 
with much acceptance, and to have the pre Phi 5 
of. being _ uſeful, And as you have thoſe 


N _ direc- 
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 dire&tions by you, for yout peruſal, I hope you 


will continue to improve, by them and improve 


upon them. And you will do well, Sir, to 


join with them ſuch excellent, 1 treatiſes, 
as Mr. Maſon's Student and Paſtor, an ordina- 


- tion charge of his, publiſhed i in the form of a 


letter to a friend, entering on the miniſte- 
rial office, Dr. Watts Humble attempt, Biſhop 


Burnet's Paſtoral care, Jennings on preaching 


Chrift and experimental preaching, the abridg- 
ment of Baxter's Reformed Paſtor, and ſome 
others, which ſhould be always at hand, and 
read ſo frequently as to be rendered quite fami- 
liar. For the real uſefulneſs of ſuch rules, Sir, 
$3. will obſerve, like thoſe of rhetoffc and the 
aws of poetry, reſults from their being con- 
Hdered, and digeſted, and applied in our read- 
ing and obſervation of the works, or conduct 


of others, till they form our taſte, give our 


minds and tempers their proper caſt, and come 
to enter habitually and imperceptibly into our 


compoſition or behaviour ; for if either appear 


artificial, it will never be acceptable. 

As a ſtudied behaviour in company will 
be formal and ungracious, ſo he who ſets down 
to compoſe a diſcourſe with a heap of rules be- 


fore him, to be continually turned to as he pro- 


ceeds, may indeed eſcape thoſe faults which 
might make an audience laugh, but I will an- 
ſwer for it, he will make none of them weep, 
he will touch no affeQtions ; fleep perchance 
pL _ 

Inftead 


me exhort you in the general; to give yourſelf 
- wholly and in earneſt to the work of the mini- 


divine bleſſing to give them ſucceſs, and with _ 


your doctrine upon your own heart and life. 
If, Sir, you thus profecute your work with 


« ſaving” ſome, perhaps many of the ſouls of 
them that hear you.” And do you conſider 


the image of God, and redeemed by the blood 
of the Son of God? And will you think much 
of the labour, ſelf-denial and difficulty attend- 


and be ſpent in ſuch a ſervice? Are you not 
glowing with holy-ardor, to be an inſtrument 
in the divine hand of ſaving the ſouls of your 
hearers? eſpecially; Sir, if 


"eſſary, in the ſtation and office you have taken 
upon you, to your own ſal vation. Permit. me 
therefore, as the concluſion of the whole, my 


our apoſtle's ſolemn words to Timothy, in the 
| cloſe both of this and of the 2d Epiſtle, and 
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Inſtead therefore of particulur directions, let 
ſtry, as you have now profeſſed to do; to be 
ſerious, conſcientious, faithful, evangelical 
and practical in your private preparations, and 
in your public miniſtrations; and to follow 
your public labours with fervent prayer for the 
private inſtructions, as opportunities may offer, 


and above all, with ſhewing the influence of 


diligence and perſeverance, you will * ſave 
«* your own ſoul,” and be an inſtrument of 


the worth of ſouls, of immortal fouls, made in 


ing the miniſtry ? Will you not readily ſpend 


you take in the 
awful conſideration, that this is abſolutely e- 


reverend and dear brother, to remind you of 


to 
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tb leave them as a ſacred bond upon your foul. | 
1 I charge you before God and the Lord; | 
„ Jeſus Obriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and 
e the dead, at his appearing and his kingdom; 
et preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of 
ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long: ſuffering and doctrine. Watch thou 
in all things, endure afflictions, do the work 
of a goſpel-miniſter, fulfil: thy miniſtry,” 
And F again, O man of God, flee” the en- 
ticements of this world, and follow after 
righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, pa- 
ee tience, meeknefs. Fight the good fight of 
« faith, lay hold on eternal life, be 0 
thou art alſo called, and haſt. profeſt a good 
«. profeſſion before many witneſſes. ] give 
4% thee charge in che ſight of God who quick- 
« eneth all things, and before Chrift Jeſus, 
: who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed a good 
« profeſſion, that thou keep this command- 
4% ment without ſpot, uncebukeable, until the 
„ appearing of our Lord Je Cbriſt, which 
« in his times he ſhall ſhew, ho is the bleſſed 
_ «© and only Potentate, the King of Kings, and 
„ Lord 1 Lords; who only hath immortality, 
4 een b in the light, which no man can 
e approach unto, whom no man hath ſeen, 
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